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From what is known of primitive societies, a system of rewards and
rationalization of great complexity has grown around group drinking. How¬
ever, the rewards of alcohol are not all illusory. Some of them are
actual. In America today, anxieties and tensions are abound. Alcohol
works very well in this case, although it conditions the individual to
greater dependence on the chemical actions of alcohol and too little on
objective thinking. To each user alcohol prepares a special set of rose-
colored glasses, designed to personal formula. The woman who seeks to
be noticed, admired, and pursued as a woman sees some inner glow in her
mirror with just a moderate amount of alcohol. Even in her mind's eye,
ordinarily so unsparing of her minor defects of looks or character, she
sees the person of her dreams. Likewise, the man engaged in a desperate
struggle onward and upward in the social order has dreamed dreams.^
Further, alcohol is used to promote the social instincts; to allevi¬
ate and narcotize the many mental conflicts to which we must all, to some
degree be victims. People drink to celebrate as well as for relief.
^Elizabeth D. Whitney, Living with Alcoholism (Boston: Beacon
Press, 1968), pp. 30“33»
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They drink to lend ceremony, color, and fellowship to life.^
Presently, the entire world makes use of alcohol in one form or
another, for more or less identical reasons* Nearly any kind of vegeta-
tion can be fermented and later distilled* Yet the taste may not be
seductive at first but the sensation induced by it is* Nevertheless,
drinking has become a popular indulgence and aid conviviality wherever
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customs and mores permit*
Drug addiction is presently considered to be the most crucial prob¬
lem in American society* The extent to which this is a problem one needs
only to note the concern of a phenomenon which traverses social class and
ethnic lines* The importance of this pattern of behavior is that the
majority of the research findings indicate that at least 90 percent of
current drug users had been users of alcohol initially*^
The study of alcohol consumption among high school and college
students has been well documented* However, sectional and ethnic differ¬
ences are not necessarily stressed* The extent to which there may exist
similarities and differences is pursued in this research* We will further
investigate the role of the family in an endeavor to ascertain the extent
to which there are changes in modes of behavior related to the influence
of peer group relations and differential association*
^John R* Larkins, Alcohol and the Negro Explosive Issues (North
Carolina: Record Publishing Co*, 1965), p* 240*
^Marvin A, Block, Alcoholism: Its Facets and Phases (New York:
John Day Company, 1965), pp* 30-31*
3Whitney, op* cit*. p* 33*
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SURVEY OF LITERATURE
Robert Straus and S. D. Bacon conducted a study by circulating
questionnaires to 16,300 students in 27 colleges scattered throughout
the country. It was found that 74 percent of the students drank a1co«
holic beverages. Drinking rates among males were higher than females,
80 to 61, respectively. Drinking was found to be directly proportional
to income. The findings also revealed that drinking increased with each
College year and the majority of the drinking students began drinking
before entering college. Students' drinking habits were similar to
parents. However, of students coming from homes, where both parents
drank, 89 percent drank; of those coming from homes where both parents
abstained, 54 percent were abstainers. The researchers found that col«
lege students are more apt to abstain when advised by parents than when
church or school advised them.^
Here is a study about the youth and alcohol conducted by Wayne State
University. In 1953» the Detroit Police arrested forty-six boys for
drunkenness. Only nine of these boys were Negroes. It was decided to
analyze the data for the whites. The study points up the fact that over
82 percent of the boys arrested were white boys and a mean age of 16.
This large number of white boys arrested may be attributed to the fact
of their earlier exposure than the Negro boys.^
Alexander W. Astin examined two types of student behavior that are
^C. Aubrey Hearn, Alcohol and Christian Influence (Tennessee: Con¬
vention Press, 1957)» P» 9.
^Raymond G. McCarthy, Teen-Agers and Alcohol (Connecticut: Yale
Centerof Alcohol Studies, 1957)» P» 39.
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negatively correlated, drinking and religiousness* He contends that
there are many high positive and high negative correlations that indi¬
cate a bipolar factor is present. The positive is the frequency of
student drinking* The negative end involves almost exclusively formal
religious behavior; attending church and Sunday school, saying the grace
and reading the Bible. Astin felt that from the frequency of student
drinking on campus that one could determine the amount of religiousness
on campus* Conversely, if one knows the frequency of formal religious
behavior, one can determine readily the amount of drinking that takes
place* The study yields tijat where there was high drinking, students
tend to be more argumentative, independent, and competitive in their
behavior as to typical students* Also, they tend to be considerably
brighter academically, to be more highly motivated toward graduate train¬
ing, and come from higher socio-economic backgrounds.^
English and Pearson, throughout their research on teen-age drinking,
found that there is an increasing number of college students, of high
school students and fewer junior high school students who use alcohol
with the consent of their parents. This applies to the use of strong
liquors and not to the graceful customs found among Europeans wherein the
whole family drinks some wine or beer with their meals*^ However, the
adolescent in some cases takes a drink when he is forbidden to do so for
a mere expression of his rebellion against his parents or the social
^Alexander W, Astin, The Col lege Environment (Washington, 0. C.:
The American Council on Education, 1968), pp. 30*32.
^Spurgeon English and Gerald H. J. Pearson, Emotional Problems of
Living (New Yorks W, W, Norton and Company, 1963), pp* 408-409*
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order. Others do so to prove adulthood and no longer children.^
William C, Bier describes an Investigation on six Michigan high
schools with respect to student drinking;
(a) About one out of every ten considers himself as a
"drinker". Higher proportions of males than females
are in this category; also, more of the highest and lowest
social classes In the communities.
(b) About one-third admitted that they drank with some
degree of regularity either sometimes or often.
(c) About ninety percent had tasted alcoholic beverages.
About one-half tasted It with parents.
(d) The "drinkers" performed more adult roles than the
"non-drinkers". They were older, and earned more of their
money.2
Here Is a body of theory that may be of great Importance. Or.
Edward Strecker feels that alcoholism stems from a person who has been
over-pampered or neglected In childhoods, for example. If the regular
Intake of alcohol Is mixed with the over-pampered personality he will
retreat from life. Although this tendency Is to retreat from life.
Although this tendency to retreat Is present In most human beings to an
extent, but because of such childhood emotional damage, which may not
even be In the consciousness, will cause abnormal Insecurity and fear.
By the same token. If such Is mixed with a regular Intake of alcohol,
the fear element will dominate the personality. Likewise, In the case of
the neglected child, fear Is Instilled from childhood and with the regu¬
lar Intake of alcohol, this fear is accentuated to beyond control. This
^Ibld.
William C. Bier, Problems In Addiction; Alcohol and Drug
Addiction (New York; Fordham University Press, 1962), pp. 99-100.
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fear is said to be found in alcoholic personalities by four traits:
chiIdishness> egocentricity, grandiosity and sensitivity. These are
usually operative in the subconscious by way of pouting, selfishness,
elation, stubborness, aggressiveness, defiance, irratibility, bragga¬
docio and frustration.^
ASSUMPTIONS
From time to time society sets up new rules to serve the needs
of a group, be it an ethnic group or a social group. These rules range
from the noncondemning behavior of the carousers to serve restrictions
on time, place, purpose and participants in social drinking occasions.
Now the evening tea has changed to the cocktail hour. Even the religious
taboos on drinking become modified, changing from the puritanical to the
permissive. Once, women were barred from public drinking places or they
drank in a backroom. Nowadays women drink in public with few restrictions.
These cultural factors have not been given the study they require or
deserve if we are to understand the cultural climate of our drinking
behavior.^
Observations have led us to conclude that mass media are agencies
of evil aiming at the destruction of the moral fiber of society. It is
felt that mass media have the tendency for exposing adolescents to alter¬
native models of behavior which do not support the parental model. For
example, they are assumed responsible for the prevalence and incidence
^Living with the Alcoholic (New York: Al-Anon Family Group Head-
quarters, Inc., 1966), p. 10.
2wh itnev. op. cit.. pp. 33-34.
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of drinking, by way of advertisement. The typical adolescent learns to
drink as well as he desires to drive a car, smoke or bind the ties of
matrimony; he learns all of these things from the same people, his parents
and age peers.^
For those who associate adulthood with the use of alcoholic beverages,
the probability of use increases consistently as the assumption of adult
roles and responsibilities is approached. However, drinking with the
peer group and with parents or other adults is the hallmark of the tran-
2sition from adolescence to adulthood.
A fundamental dichotomization of psychology and sociology is the
singular vs. the plural. The former begins with the individual and pro¬
ceeds to disect and explain. The latter deals always with the group,
often in a similar fashion. Given people are composites of the geneti-
cal combined with the environmental and, also, the acceptance of differ¬
ent environments peculiar and unique to various subcultures, we then
have a basis that black behavior differs from that of the dominant cul¬
ture may be in part, at least to an axiom dictated by the process of
little understood laws or postulates shaping the subculture. If the sup¬
position is valid, it offers a theoretical frame of reference for the
explanation of differences in the behavior patterns of various ethnic
groups. Assuming that the aforementioned is true, can we offer the sug¬
gestion that there are differences among two selected groups of black and
white college students in their age, and origin of exposure to beverage
^Raymond G. McCarthy, Alcohol Education for Classroom and Community
(New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1964), pp. 42-43.
^Ibid.. p.-A3.
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alcohol with parents present?
We also desired to investigate the following hypothesis, to
what extent do black and white college students of the two selected
groups vary in their drinking patterns with regard to:
(a) Age of first drink taken
(b) First drink taken at home
(c) First drink taken at home and with parental consent*
It is from these salient observations where the author has taken
the task of investigating the various factors that influenced the drink*
ing patterns of the student groups.
METHODOLOGY
This study made use of a focus sample which was done by taking the
total number of respondents that fell to hand for two consecutive days
at each of the institutions. The students selected were at Denison
University of Granville, Ohio which is predominantly white and North
Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University of Greensboro,
North Carolina, predominantly black. These two schools were selected by
judgment of the author, due to their feasibility. The white university
is private but non-church affiliated and has an enrollment of approxi¬
mately 3,000; the black university is state supported and has an enroll¬
ment of 3,500. The mean age of the white respondents was 19.5 as com¬
pared with the blacks of 21.3. There were 35 white and 30 black respon¬
dents.
Questionnaires were used in order to record numerous responses
simultaneously* The questionnaires are said to give the respondents a
9
feeling of anonymity and may also exert pressure upon them for rapid
answers. The questionnaires were displayed on a group of tables in each
respective library on the campuses. Self-administered questionnaires
were used in this survey because they have simple directions and no help
is usually needed with themJ
^Claire Selltiz, et al.. Research Methods in Social Relations
(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1967), pp. 238-241.
CHAPTER II
INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS
The family's role in the molding of a personality prone to alco¬
holism has been subject of much debate. Although there is no sound
evidence to support the thought of genetic inheritance of alcoholism; the
notion that children of alcoholic parents are more prone themselves to
alcoholism suggests the significance of the family environment as an
etiological factor.^ Also the teachings about alcohol in the elementary
and secondary schools were introduced and supported by temperance interests,
may be explained, in part, the reasons children drink as early as they do.
Partaking in alcoholic beverages at a very early age may be termed as
deviant behavior which might have stemmed from disadvantaged positions
or personality patterns whereby some individuals are more apt to encounter
the strains of discrepancy between goals and means.
In Table 1, the data revealed that more than twice as many blacks
at the age of 12 or younger had indulged in alcoholic beverages than did
the whites. Elizabeth Whitney, who is an expert on the study of alcohol,
suggests that this may be the case wherein children drink at such an age.
She feels that psychological and socio-economic factors play an important
role in the development of many cases of alcoholism. Children who are
^Robert K. Merton, and Robert A. Nisbet, Contemporary Socia 1 Prob¬








Black White Black White
12 or Younger 4 2 13 5
13 - 14 8 11 27 31
15 - 16 6 15 20 43
17 - 18 2 7 7 20
19 - 20 9 0 30 0
21 or Over 1 0 3 0
Totals JLO .. 100 --
reared in unhappy homes by "Inadequate" parents or under economically
hopeless circumstances must not be expected to grow up into emotionally
secure adults. However, maladjusted psychoneurotic and psychopathic
individuals form a more vulnerable group than more mature, secure, stable,
adequate types of personality. Thus applying the principles of sound
mental hygiene in childhood, and an improvement of social and economic
conditions, should contribute to the decreasing of emotional and social
insecurity. It is evident that the Negro family is one of the most fragile
institutions of American society today; the Negro youth could easily fall
into any of these webs.^
^Elizabeth D. Whitney, A World Dialogue on Alcohol and Drug Depend¬
ence (Boston: Beacon Press, i970), pp. 352-360.
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F{g. 1 .—Distribution on Percentages of Blacks and Whites
With Respect to First Drinks Taken in Certain
Age Categories
This bar chart was designed in order that the reader gets a pictorial view of
what has taken place in Table 1.
Fig. 2.—Distribution of First Drinks At Home With Regard
to Race
This chart actually exemplifies the vast differences in the black students
and white students who had their first drink at home but also simulatenously
those who had their first drink with the consent of the parents.
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The data also revealed that from age group 13>14 more whites were
exposed to alcoholic beverages, 31 percent to 27 percent of the alcoholic
blacks. In age category 15-16, twice as many whites were exposed to
alcohol than the blacks; In age group 17-18, the blacks were third as
much as whites. In age group 19-20, 30 percent of the blacks and none of
the whites and lastly 3 percent of the blacks did not encounter the per¬
sonal use of alcoholic beverages until 21 years of age or older.
Thus It may be said with ease that the white respondents were quite
familiar with alcoholic beverages at the age of 16 despite their low
percentage In age category 12 or younger. This can be seen by the whites
having a percentage of 79 from age categories 12 or younger through ages
15-16.
It may be observed In Table 2 that more black parents were In the
"Didn't Care" category than whites. Although 25 percent of the black
parents felt It was okay, but twice as many whites or 54 percent of them
felt that It was okay for their children to have had first drink when
they did. This may be true because a great deal of the white parents
were at home with the children when they had this very first drink, as
we shall see later on In the Inquiry. One may notice that 41.5 percent
of the black parents were discontent when they discovered that their
children had drank alcoholic beverages as compared with the whites of 15*5
percent. Very similar to one another, the black parents of 3 percent and
1.5 percent had mixed feelings. However, parents frequently have complex
and contradictory attitudes toward adult drinking; this Is even likely
TABLE 2
DISTRIBUTION OF PARENTS' ATTITUDES BY RACE WHEN FIRST DRINKS WERE TAKEN
Parents' Attitudes
Race
Black White Total Percent
Mothers Fathers Mothers Fathers Mothers Fathers Black Whi te
Didn't Care 3 5 1 0 8 1 13.5 1.5
Thought it was o.k. 8 7 16 22 15 38 25.0 54.0
Was against it 13 12 7 4 25 11 41.5 15.5
Had mixed feelings 5 5 10 9 10 19 17.0 27.0
Parents deceased 1 1 1 0 2 1 3.0 1.5
Totals 30 30 35 35 60 70 100.0 99.5
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to be true with regard to drinking by their adolescents.^ However,
blacks disapproved greatly of their children's first drink, but to the
adolescents drinking alcohol is a revolt against family or religious
convictions.^
Looking at Table 3» one may notice that not even one-third of the
blacks had their very first drink at home as compared with 40 percent of
the whites having done so. Yet so percent of the blacks had theirs at a
relative's house whereas only 5 percent of the whites did likewise*
TABLE 3
DISTRIBUTION ON PLACES WHERE FIRST DRINKS WERE TAKEN
WITH REGARDS TO RACE
Race Percent
Places Black White Black White
At home 4 14 13 40
At a relative's home 6 2 20 5
At a friend's home 3 7 10 20
At a party 12 6 40 17
At a dance 3 1 10 3
At a restaurant 1 1 3 3
At a bar or tavern 1 1 3 3
Had first drink some other
place
Totals
0 3 0 ?
30 35 99 100
G, L. Maddox, "High School Drinking Behavior: Incidental Infor¬
mation from Two National Surveys," Quarterly Journal of Studies on
Alcohol* XXV (June, 1964), 339-347*
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Similarly, the blacks were of half as many of the whites who had first
drink at a friend's house, 10 percent to 20 percent, respectively.
Forty percent of the blacks had their first drink at a party, conversely,
only 17 percent of the whites did. Ten percent of the blacks at a dance,
but only 3 percent whites did. However, at a restaurant, bar or tavern
both groups had 3 percent in each instance. Finally, none of the blacks
had their first drink other than the places mentioned, but 3 percent of
the whites had done so.
According to the data in Table 3» it is observed that black students
having had first drink at home were at a minimum and with the 40 percent
of the whites doing so it is quite evident that there is a high degree
of parental consent and leniency where the blacks in this case seem to
lack. Comparatively, the blacks who had first drink at relatives,
friends and parties were of 70 percent, likewise, only 42 percent of the
whites. It can be said that variables outside the homes of these blacks
influenced them to have had the first drink when and where they did. On
the other hand, whites drinking at home, 40 percent, and variables previous¬
ly mentioned where 42 percent of the whites participated are just about
equated in terms of their influence.
Table 4 is merely a description of the frequency of drinking pat¬
terns of both student groups. For the category of "often or regularly,"
we note that 27 percent of the blacks and 23 percent of the whites were
of this typology, for the category "at parties", 63 percent black and
71 percent whites; for the category "occasionally", 10 percent blacks
and 5 percent whites. However, one can infer that there are no vast
differences with respect to frequency of indulgence by either group.
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TABLE 4
DISTRIBUTION ON FREQUENCY DRINKING PATTERNS BY BOTH RACES
Drinkina Patterns
Race Percent
Black Whi te Black Whi te
Often or regularly 8 8 27 23
At parties 19 25 63 71
Occasionally 3 2 10 5
Totals 30 35 100 99
But as Merton and his colleague^ Nisbet, point out there is a need to
examine the prevalence of drinking in contemporary American society,
ho%«ever, it may seem to be a relatively simple matter, but measurements
in this area are as difficult to come by as those in the areas of
poverty, mental illness, delinquency, crime and numerous other social
problems* They contend that the basic problem of measurement is com**
plicated by variations in the interpretation of just what constitutes
a drinker or abstainer. For many, some may drink daily and think of
themselves as abstainers because they drink for reasons of health. How¬
ever, some may drink only on infrequent social occasions and thereby
deem themselves as users.^
There are numerous variations in the characteristics of the alco¬
holic and his problem in several nations, there are also numerous dif¬
ferences in the drinking practices and rates of alcoholism among members
^Merton and Nisbet, op. cit.. pp. 249-250.
Percent
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Fig. 3**-Dlstribut1on of Clergymen's Advices
on Drinking Behavior to Both Races
20
of the major reUgious groups.^ But one may take notice of Figure 3
regarding the similarities of the clergyman's advices with respect to
no definite guidelines of drinking. Yet the black clergymen were greatly
concerned with their religious affiliates in that 20 percent of them
suggested that one should not drink wherein only 3 percent of the white
clergymen felt so. Further, it is observed that both groups of clergymen
did give little or few advices about drinking in that 20 percent of the
blacks did and 31 percent of the whites likewise.
With the foregoing data about the ages of the blacks and whites
having their first drink, having their first drink at home with parental
consent, the origin in terms of places of first drink, a high degree of
consent from white parents about their children having first drinks at
home, and the black parents being more strict on the same issue merely
suggests that there are numerous variations between the two selected
groups.
^McCarthy, op. cit., pp. 198-199.
CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
At the onset it was sought to make an investigation on cultural
differences with respect to the drinking behavior of two selected groups
of college students* one black and one white. Just as sure as each of
these groups bear different colors of skin, they, too, have different
behavioral patterns in some form or another. In order that we might say
the white group is the "dominant culture" and the black group the sub*
culture simply implies dominance over what or whom, or submissiveness
to what or whom?
At this point we accept the fact that there is a dominant culture
and a subculture. We are now to discuss some observations and empirical
findings about these cultural differences in drinking patterns. Experts
have concluded that drinking is as prevalent among Negroes as among other
drinking Americans and that drinking among Negroes is associated with a
higher incidence of personal and social complications.^ Let us attempt
to explain the reasons some blacks behave as they do, taking classical
examples as described by Allison Davis, we notethat basic learning can
and does appear at any age level hence society or the physical environ¬
ment changes the organization of its basic rewards and punishments for
^Robert K. Merton and Robert A. Nisbet, Contemporary Social Prob¬
lems (New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc., 1966), p. 252.
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the individuals. Davis offers that there are differences between middle*
class and slum culture behavior. Conversely^ there are differences in
the white behavior and the black behavior. What is termed "normal"
in one group can be "deviant" to the other, likewise, the inverse. For
example, middle-class aggression is taught to adolescents in the form of
social and economic skills which may aid them in their competence; on the
other hand, the lower classes teach their adolescents to strike out with
fist or knife and to be certain to strike first.^
Yet there are many forms of aggression which are disapproved by
lower-class as well as by middle-class such as cutting a woman in the
face, attack by magic or poison, and rape. Stealing is a form of aggres¬
sion which lower-class parents verbally forbid, but many of them allow
so long as the children do not steal from the family or close friends.^
We have seen what is meart by one group to be deviant and what is
meant to be normal by the other. Now a child cannot learn his basic
culture from books; he can learn a particular culture and particular
moral system only from those who know this behavior and from those he has
a great deal of contact. Thus social classes simply pattern and limit
the learning environment; they are held responsible for the structuring
of the social "maze" in which children learn their habits and meanings.^
Thus the play group and parents are the very determinants of a
child's behavior. The former usually outweighs the latter in that it
^Allison Davis, Social-Class Influences Upon Learning (Boston:




influences the child's behavior more so than the parents' verbal advice
and instructions. It is even more prevalent among the black children
in the sense that they are out in the streets later at night; they exchange
ideas about sex at an early age. All and all, may be said that the
peer group is at the core of the black child's behavior whereby among the
whites it is not as strong.
In conclusion, we evidence throughout the inquiry that there were
differences among the black and white students' drinking patterns. We
cannot point to one thing and say that these differences are caused by
this or that. For example, we noticed that there were more blacks than
whites in age category 12 or younger who had their first drink during
this period. We do not know whether this occurred because of broken
homes or revolt against the social order. We also saw that 70 percent
of the blacks had their first drink away from home; for example, at
relatives, at a friend's house, or at a party. Likewise, only 40 per¬
cent of the whites did in the same places. What does this suggest? It
simply reverts to the fact that forces outside of the home, such as the
peer group, takes dominance over the parental influence. This can be
supported by what Professor Davis has to say about the slum child?
His gang teaches him to fear being taken in by the teacher,
of being a softie with her. To study homework seriously is
literally a disgrace. Instead of boasting about good marks
in school, one conceals them, if he ever receives any. The
lower-class individual fears not to be thought a street-
fighter; it is a suspicious and dangerous social trait. He
fears not the curse. If he cannot claim early sex relations,
his virility is seriously questioned.'
Davis, op. cit.. p. 30.
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What Professor Davis has mentioned should substantiate the idea
that the black child's peer group is at the core of his behavior. Wherein
this peer group influence of the white child is not so strong as the
black. All of these factors lead us to believe that there are cultural
differences in these two groups with respect to their drinking patterns,
particularly in their origin, age, and parental influences. However,
the research and literature on this topic is very limited and that there




You are among the students at a number of colleges throughout the U.S.
being asked to cooperate in a scientific study of drinking attitudes and
behaviors.
Your cooperation is, of course, voluntary and your instructor will answer
any questions which you have.
PLEASE CHECK ONLY ONE ANSWER FOR EACH QUESTION.
Part I
1. Your present age
a. ( ) 22-23 e. ( ) 14-15
b. ( ) 20-21 f. ( ) If other, please
write in here
c. ( ) 18-19
d. ( ) 16-17
2. Sex
a. ( ) Male b. ( ) Female
3. College Year
a. ( ) Freshman d. ( ) Senior
b. ( ) Sophomore e. ( ) Graduate Student
c. ( ) Junior f. ( ) Other, specify
4. In 'which size area have you spent most of ]your life?
a. ( ) Rural 9* ( ) 250,000 - 1,000,(
b. ( ) Less than 2,500 population h. ( ) Over one million
population
c. ( ) 2,500 - 9,999
d. ( ) 10,000 - 24,000
e. ( ) 25,000 - 99,000




a. ( ) Roman Catholic
b. ( ) Jewish
c. ( ) Protestant - no denomination
d. ( ) Episcopal, Congregational or Presbyterian
e. ( ) Methodist
f. ( ) Baptist
g. ( ) Fundamentalist
h. ( ) Lutheran
i. ( ) Unitarian-Universalist
j. ( ) If other, please specify here
6. If Jewish, you are
a. ( ) Orthodox c. ( ) Reform
b. ( ) Conservative d. ( ) Secular
7. About how often do you voluntarily attend religious services?
a. ( ) Never
b. ( ) On special occasions (religious holidays, etc).
c. ( ) Several times a year f. ( ) 6-12 times ayear
d. ( ) About onece a month g. ( ) 2-3 times a month
e. ( ) Every week h. ( ) Several times a week
8. Father's religion
a. ( ) Roman Catholic
b. ( ) Jewish
c. ( ) Protestant - no denomination
d. ( ) Episcopal, Congregational or Presbyterian
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e. ( ) Methodist h. ( ) Fundamentalist
f. ( ) Lutheran i. ( ) Unitarian-Universalist
g. ( ) Baptist j. ( ) If other, please
specify here
Jewish, is he
a. ( ) Orthodox c. ( ) Reform
b. ( ) Conservative d. ( ) Secular
10. About how often does your father attend religious services?
a. ( ) Never
b. ( ) On special occasions (religious holidays* etc.)
c. ( ) Several times a year
d. ( ) About once a month
e. ( ) Every week
f. ( ) 6«12 times a year
g. ( ) 2-3 times a month
h. ( ) Several times a week
11. Mother's religion
a. ( ) Roman Catholic
b. ( ) Jewish
c. ( ) Protestant - no denomination
d. ( ) Episcopal, Congregational or Presbyterian
e. ( ) Methodist
f. ( ) Lutheran
g. ( ) Unitarian-Universalist
h. ( ) Baptist
i. ( ) Fundamentalist
j. { ) If other, please specify here
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12. If Jewish^ is she
a* ( ) Orthodox c. ( ) Reform
b. ( ) Conservative d. ( ) Secular
13* About how often does your mother attend religious services?
a. ( ) Never
b. ( ) On special occasions (religious holidays, etc.)
c. ( ) Several times a year f. ( ) 6-12 times a year
d. ( ) About once a month g. ( ) 2-3- times a month
e. ( ) Every week h. ( ) Several times a week
14. What is the highest grade or level of education completed by
your father?
a. ( ) 6 years or less
b. ( ) 7-9
c. ( ) 10-11
d. ( ) 12
e. ( ) 13
f. ( ) 14
g. ( ) 15
h. ( ) 16
i. ( ) 17
j. ( ) 18 or more
15* What is the highest grade or level of education completed by your
mother?
a. ( ) 6 years or less
b. ( ) 7-9
c. ( ) 10-11
d. ( ) 12
e. ( ) 13
f. ( ) 14
g. ( ) 15
h. ( ) 16
i. ( ) 17
j. ( ) 18 or more
16. What is your father's occupation: (Please be specific)
17. What is your mother's occupation: (Please be specific)
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18. Are your parents separated or divorced?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
19. If "yes", for how long
a. ( ) 3 years or less c. ( ) 6-10 years
b. ( ) 4-6 years d. ( ) 10 years or longer









1. About how old were you when you had your first drink*- not just a
taste?
a. ( ) 12 years of age or younger
b. ( ) 13-14
c. ( ) 15-16
d. ( ) 17-18
e. ( ) 19-20
f. ( ) 21 or older
g. ( ) Never really had a drink
2. Where did you have your first drink?a.( ) At home
b ( ) At a friend's home
c. ( ) At a relative's home
d. ( ) At a party
e. ( ) At a dance
f* ( ) At a restaurant
g. ( ) At a bar or tavern
h. ( ) Never had a drink
i. ( ) Had first drink at some other place (Please write in here)3.Who were you with when you had your first drink?
a. ( ) Alone f. ( ) Brother(s) and/or sister(s)
b. ( ) Friends g. ( ) Other relatives
c. ( ) A date h. ( ) Other adults
d. ( ) Parents i* ( ) Never had a drink
e. ( ) Had first drink with some other person (Please write In)
*0rink refers to any alcoholic beverage - beer, wine, whiskey, etc
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4. Did your mother know about It?
a. ( ) Yes
b. ( ) No
c. ( ) Never had a drink
5. Did your father know about It?
a. ( ) Yes
b. ( ) No
c. ( ) Never had a drink
6. Whether she knew about It or not, how did your mother feel about
your having your first drink?
a. ( ) Didn't care
b. ( ) Thought It was okay
c. ( ) Was against It
d. ( ) Had mixed feelings
e. ( ) I've never had a drink
7. How did your father feel?
a. ( ) Didn't care
b. ( ) Thought It was okay
c. ( ) Was against It
d. ( ) Had mixed feelings
e. ( ) I've never had a drink
8. Does your father drink at home?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
9. Does he drink?
a. ( ) Never c. ( ) Regularly
b. ( ) Occasionally d» ( ) Heavily
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10. Have you ever drunk alcoholic beverages of any kind with either
of your parents?a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No
11. Does your mother drink at home?
a* ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
12. Does she drink?
a. ( ) Never c. ( ) Regularly
b. ( ) Occasionally d. ( ) Heavily
13. Do you presently
a. ( ) Take a drink only on special occasions such as New
Year's Eve, weddings, etc.?
b. ( ) Drink at parties and other social occasions?
c. ( ) Drink either often or regularly?
d. ( ) Never drink?
14. Do you ever drink alone?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
15. Where do you usually do most of your drinking? (Check only one)
a. ( ) At your parents' home
b. ( ) In your room or dorm
c. ( ) In restaurants
d. ( ) At dances or parties
e. ( ) At the home of friends
f. ( ) In bars or lounges
g. ( ) At relatives homes
h. ( ) Never drink
i. ( ) Usually drink at some other kind of place (Please write in)
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16. Who do you usually drink with most often? (Please check only one)
a. ( } Friends e. ( ) Other relatives
b. ( ) Parents f, ( ) Alone
c. ( ) Brother(s) and slster(s) g. ( ) Never drink
d. ( ) With some other person(s) Please write In
17. Do you ever give alcoholic beverages as a gift?
a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No,
18. Do you ever make such gifts to relatives?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
19. Do you drink alcoholic beverages
a. ( ) More often with meals
b. ( ) More often apart from meals
c. ( ) Both about equally
d. ( ) Don't drink
20. Would you drink alcohol If there were no social pressure to do so?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( } No
21. Would your father approve of your present drinking habits assuming
he knew all about them?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No.
22. Would your mother approve?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
23. Thinking now of the sort of people you enjoy being with, how many
of them prefer that you drink?
a. ( ) Most c. ( ) Few
b. ( ) Some d. ( ) None
25. How many of them prefer that you not drink?
a. ( ) Most c. ( ) Few
b. ( ) Some d. ( ) None
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26. How many of them don't care one way or the other?
a. ( ) Most c. ( ) Few
b. ( ) Some d. ( ) None
27. Think now of your five best friends. How many of them don't
drink at all?
a. ( ) Most c. ( ) Few
b. ( ) Some d. ( ) None
28. Of your five best friends, how many drink less often than you do?
a. ( ) Most d. ( ) None
b. ( ) Some e. ( ) I don't drink
c. ( ) Few
29. How many of these five friends drink more often than you do?
a. ( ) Most d. ( ) None
b. ( ) Some e. ( ) I don't drink
c. ( ) Few
30. Will you give your own children any alcoholic beverage to taste?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
31. Will you give them any to drink in quantity?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
32. Do you feel that the presence of a person who does not drink tends
to spoi1 the enjoyment of others at a party?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
33. Have you ever had a friendship strained because you and some friend
disagreed about drinking behavior?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
34. Would you feel uneasy about acknowledging your use of alcohol to
a person whom you knew didn't approve of its use?
a. ( ) Yes c. ( ) I don't drink
b. ( ) No
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35. Do you find that your friends try to coax you to drink differentlythan you do7a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No c» () I don't drink
36. Is your answer is "yes", in what way(s) would they like you todrink differently? (Please write in here)37.Do you find that your (relatives try to coax you to drink
differently than you do.
a.()Yes b.()No c.()I don't drink
38* If your answer is "yes", in what way(s) would they like you todrink differently?
39. Which one of the following best describes your father's attitude
toward drinking? (Please check only one).
a. ( ) Abstainer and disapproves of alcohol
b. ( ) Abstainer, but does not disapprove
c. ( ) Moderate occasional use of alcohol is OK
d. ( ) Occasional intoxication is OK
e. ( ) Frequent intoximation is OK
40. What is your mother's attitude toward alcohol? (Please check
only one).
a. ( ) Abstainer and disapproves of alcohol
b. ( ) Abstainer, but does not disapprove
c. ( ) Moderate occasional use of alcohol is OK
d. ( ) Moderate regular use of alcohol is OK
e. ( ) Occasional intoxication is OK
f. ( ) Frequent intoxication is ok
41. Do either of your parents believe that the consumption of
alcoholic beverages is sinful?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
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42. So far as your father is concerned
a. ( ) Does he prefer that you drink
b. ( ) Does he prefer that you not drink
c. ( ) Is he essentially neutral
43. Do you feel that your father has sensible attitudes toward alcohol?a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No
44. So far as your mother is concerned
a. ( ) Does she prefer that you drink
b. ( ) Does she prefer that you not drink
c. ( ) Is she essentially neutral
45* Do you feel that your mother has sensible attitudes toward alcohol?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
46. Do you approve of the way alcohol is used in you* parents' home?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No c. ( ) No alcohol used
47« If your answer is "no", why do you not approve?
48. According to your church's teaching, is abstinence
a. ( ) Suggested d. ( ) Optional
b. ( ) Requested e. ( ) 1 have no church affiliation
c. ( ) Required
49. Is it officially possible to use alcohol and remain a member of
good standing in your church?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No. c. ( ) I have no church affiliation
50. Is it actually or in reality possible to use alcohol and remain a
member in good standing in your church?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No. (c) I have no church affiliation
51. Do you think that your church should change its position concerning
alcohol?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No c. ( ) I have no church affiliation
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52. If your answer is "yes'S in what direction should your church
change its position?
a. ( ) More liberal (lenient)
b. ( ) More conservative (strict)
c. ( ) Have no church affiliation
53» Do you believe, or have you ever believed, that God would be
displeased with you if you drink?a.( ) Yes b. ( ) No
54. How often do you usually drink wine?
a. ( ) 1 or 2 times a day
b. ( ) About 3 or 4 times a week
c. ( ) About 1 or 2 times a week
d. ( ) About 1 or 2 times a month
e. ( ) At least 1 time a year
f. ( ) Less than 1 time a year
g. ( ) Never
55. When you drink wine, how much do you usually drink at one time?
a. ( ) A bottle or more
b. ( ) About half a bottle or about 5 glasses
c. ( ) 3 or 4 glasses
d. ( ) Less than one glass
e. ( ) Never drink wine
56. How often do you usually drink beer?
a. ( ) 1 or 2 times a day e. ( ) At least 1 time a year
b. ( ) About 3 or 4 times a week f. ( ) Less than 1 time a year
c. ( ) About 1 or 2 times a week g. ( ) Never
d. ( ) About 1 or 2 times a month
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57. When you drink beer, how much do you usually have at one time?
a. ( ) 7 or more bottles e. ( ) Less than 1 bottle
b. ( ) 5 or 6 bottles f. ( ) Never drink beer
c. ( ) 3 or 4 bottles
d. ( ) 1 or 2 bottles
58. How often do you usually drink liquor?
a. ( ) 1 or 2 times a day
b. ( ) About 3 or 4 times a week
c. ( ) About 1 or 2 times a week
d. ( ) About 1 or 2 times a month
e. ( ) At least 1 time a year
f. ( ) Less than 1 time a year
g. ( ) Never
59. When you drink liquor, how much do you usually have at one time?
a. ( ) 7 or more drinks
b. ( ) 5 or 6 drinks
c. ( ) 3 or 4 drinks
d. ( ) 1 or 2 drinks
e. ( ) Less than 1 drink
f. ( ) Never drink liquor
People have many different rules concerning the drinking of alcoholic
beverages. For example, some tend to emphasize that one should not drink.
Others tend to emphasize definite guidelines concerning acceptable
drinking behavior (such as when, where, how much, etc.) A third group
tends not to emphasize any rules or guidelines.
For each of the groups listed on the following page, please place a
check in the category which, in your judgement, comes closest to what
has been made known to you, either directly or indirectly, by that
group.
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Made Known to me
that one definite guide- either few
should not lines concerning guidelines
drink acceptable drink- concerning
ing behavior drinking or
none at all
60. Immediate family ( ) ( ) ( )
61. Other relatives ( ) ( ) ( )
62. Close friends ( ) ( ) ( )
63. Fellow-workers ( ) ( ) ( )
64. Clergymen ( ) ( ) ( )
65. Those people in
general about whose
opinion you care most ( ) ( ) ( )
IF YOU DO NOT DRINK, PLEASE GO TO QUESTION #116
Would you say that
66. Alcohol makes a social gathering more enjoyable
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
67. Alcohol gives me more confidence in myself
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
68. Alcohol is customary on special occasions
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
69. Alcohol makes me feel more carefree
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
70. Alcohol helps me enjoy a party
a. ( ) Yes b, ( ) No
71. Alcohol helps me feel more satisfied with myself
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
72. Alcohol helps me forget I am not the kind of person I really
want to be
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
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73« Alcohol makes me less self-conscious
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
Here are some reasons people give for drinking. Please respond to
each statement.
74. I drink because I like the taste
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
75* I drink because I get thirsty.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
76. I drink to celebrate
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
77. I drink for health reasons.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
78. I drink at parties and other social occasions where it is
customary.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
79. I drink sometimes when I'm restless or tense.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
80. I drink because it makes me feel good.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
81. 1 drink because it is difficult to refuse.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
82. I drink to liven things up when they ace dull or boring.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
83. I drink because it helps me to sleep
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
84. I drink because other people are drinking
a. ( ) Yes b. ()No
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85* I drink when things get me down.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
86. I drink because it helps me to forget my worries.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
87. I drink becuase it relieves me and makes me feel ready to facethings.
a.()Yes b.()No
88. I drink because it revives me and is a habit.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
When you awaken after an evening during which you were drinking
89. Do you feel deflated?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
90. Do you feel ill?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
91. Do you feel that you need a drink?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
92. Do you feel remorseful?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
93. Do you feel depressed?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
94. Do you feel proud of yourself for having been able to hold
your alcohol?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
95. Do you swear that you will never drink again?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
96. Do you feel pleased for the good time it enabled you to have?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
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97. Do you feel gui1ty
a.. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
98. Do you feel norma 1?
a., ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
Has your drinking caused you to have any of the following kinds of
experiences?
99. Trouble with your family?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
100. Trouble with any of your friends?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
101. Trouble with school officials or authorities?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( } No
102. Trouble with police or the law?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
103. Trouble on a job?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
104. If your drinking has caused you trouble elsewhere please write
in here
People react in many different ways when they drink. When you drink,
do you:
105. Tend to become talkative?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
106. Tend to sing?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No107.Tend to tease people?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
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108, Tend to become gentle?
a. ( ) Yes b, ( ) No
109, Tend to become very polite?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
110, Tend to play practical jokes?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
111, Tend to argue?
a, ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
112, Tend to become generous?
a, ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
113» Tend to quarrel or fight?
a, ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
114, Tend to become sad or depressed?
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
115« Tend to push people around?
a, ( } Yes b, ( ) No
Here are some reasons people give for not drinking. Please indicate
for each one whether or not it is a reason for your not drinking,
116, Drinking is wrong as a matter of principle,
a, ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
117, I don't like the taste,
a. ( ) Yes b, ( ) No
118, My church is against drinking
a, ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
119, Drinking depresses me,
a, ( ) Yes b, ( ) Mo
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120. My loved ones would be disappointed in me.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
121. Drinking is a sign of personal weakness.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
122. It's a habit that costs a lot of money.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
123. I don't like the feeling it gives me.
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
124. There are too many dangers (arrests, auto accidents,
etc.)
a. ( ) Yes b. ( ) No
125. I rarely or never feel the need to drink.
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